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There are three occasions we read in Scripture when God bore audible testimony to Jesus. And on each of these three occasions our lord was either in the act of prayer or He had been praying a very short time earlier. Christ’s prayer is especially mentioned in each instance side by side with the witness of His Father. I think the point is clear:  If we want to have the witness of God we must obtain it by prayer! 
The Holy Spirit never sets His seal to a prayerless religion!
Jesus was mighty as a Preacher, for even the officers who were sent to arrest Him said, “Never man spoke like this Man.” 
We never read where His disciples ever asked Him to teach them to preach, but we are told that, “as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, one of His disciples said unto Him, Lord, teach us to pray.” 
The first recorded instance of Jesus praying in the New Testament is found in             Luke 3:21-22:
"When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased."
Three things happened when Jesus prayed:
1. The Heavens opened
2. The Holy Spirit came
3. The Father spoke
There is an extraordinary power available to believers through prayer, a power that can accomplish far more than we ordinarily think or imagine. Listen:
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us” Ephesians 3:20
This power that is available to us:
• Comes by the Spirit. 
• Accords with the riches of God's glory. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Is the very fullness of God, as unimaginable as that might sound.
16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
- Ephesians 3:16-19 ESV

SO TONIGHT…
1. Ask God to open Heaven and bless your life, your family and your Church. (Be specific, what areas of your life need direct involvement? Health? Spiritual fatigue? Children? Spouse? Finances? Anxiety? Addiction? Other?)
Jabez prayed: "Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain." And God granted his request. - 1 Chronicles 4:9-10
2. Invite the Holy Spirit to come on you in a fresh and new way.
(What areas have you grown stale? Is prayer labored? Is being a parent or caregiver a burden? Is giving anything but cheerful? If God breathed fresh life into your life where would you have Him to go first?)
3. Ask the Father to speak to you, receive His affirmation and direction. Jesus had the toughest task of any man that ever lived, yet He carried it completely out.  How could He accomplish the task set before Him?
• Jesus was affirmed by His Father. (Allow God to love you, for you)
• Jesus was given direction. (Allow God to just be direct, whatever He wants, give Him permission to speak clearly and unmistakably. Invite Him to guide your steps)
• Jesus was full of the Spirit. “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness” – Luke 4:1



